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TAVISTOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANIAJAL  REPORT  of  PEDIC.iL  OFFICER  of-.  NEALTH 


Mr.ChairDan  and  Gentlemen,  '  •  - 

I  beg  to  submit  annual  report  for  the  year  1944/45  in 
an  abridged  form. 


Tlie  health  Af  the 
diseases  wore  somewhat 


to\wi  ms  good  during  the  year  but 
above  the^^average. 


infectious 


The  housing  shortage  remained  acute  and  a  great  many  new- 
hoLises  are  r4quired.  The  population  of  the  town  has  increased  by 
almost  a  thousand  persons  since  the  last  census  and  v/he-'dier  or 
not  this  increase  will  become  permanent  no  doubt  will  depend  upon 
the  manner  the  housing  problem  is  dealt  with; 

Staff  of  Public  Health  Department. 

Me.dical  Officer  of  Health. 

E.D. Alien-Price  M.D., (State  Medicine)  M.B., Ch.B. ,D.P.K. , 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
...  CE.Colston  F.I.A.S.,  M.R.S.I., 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Vaca.nt. 

Section  A.  General  Statistics, 

Area  (axres)  2098 

Population  1931  5130 

Estimated  population  1944  6086 


Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births 


Legitimate  44 
Illegitimate  4 


lulo  Fcimle 

39 
6 


Total 


48 


■45 


Birth  ra.te  per  1,000  resident  po pulsation  15.3 


England  and  Wales  17.6 

-Deaths  Halos  40  FotibIos  33  Total  73. 

Doath  re^te  per  1,000  residents  12,0. 

England  and  Wales  11.6 

Deaths  from  'cjiatorneJ  causes  1 

DoaMis  of  infants  under  one  year  2 

Death  rate  of  ir'ifants  21  ;5 

•  England  end  Wales  46.0 


The  seventy- uhree  deaths  of  townspeople  during  the  year 
were  made  up  as  follows: 

Infectious  Causes 


Tuberculosis  ’  1' 

•  General  ■  Pauses 

Cancer,'  15 

Diabetes  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhe.ge  .  »  8 

Heart  disease  •'24 

Respiratory  disease  2 

Appendicitis  1 

Digestive  diseases  5 

Nepiritis  1 

Ila'Gernal  causes  1 

Pren'E’.turity  etc.  2 

Violent  causes  •  ,  •  5 

All  Causes  5 


The  nnjority  of  deaths  occurred  at  an  advanced  ag^e. 


Section  B. 


Censral' Provision  of  Healtli  Services. 


as  previously  reported.  There  is  a' 
rauo nation  for  the  tom  and  district. 


Hies 6  remain 
for  maternity'  accora 
Representations  have  boon  made  to  the  County  Authority  re 
this  matter  and  it  is  hoped. that-  aHecuate  facilities  will 

•Tin.  • 


fToa'o  need 


garo.  liYc 
'"bo  made 


available. 


Section  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 
Water  Supply 


The  water  supply  to  the  Urban  District  is  obtained  by  reans 
field  pipes  laid  in  a  total  of  127  acres  of  pasture  land  in 


of 

what  are  Rnown  locally  as  the  Sandy  Park  and  Wall 


o  V* 


ook 


Vail 


eys. 


SUFFICIENCY 


supply  of  water  are  still  current. 

25th  June  an  intermittent,  supply  to 

the  demand  of  the  consumers  e'xceede . 

terminated  during  night  time  for  this  period 


the  town  was  only  possible  as 


supply.  The  suppH 
iod  and  tho  ai-rivaJ 


was 


ai' rival  shortly 


afterwards  of  a  wet  '^riod  enabled  a  normal  service  to  bo  rostored 


QUALIti 


rfr;/- 


Quartorl^^  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  baoteriol- 
ogical  examination  viiicb  were  reported  to  bo  satisfactory  bact- 
orbologicoJly. 

Ah  annual  chemical  oxaraination  also  mo.de  and  that  for  14th 
Ji^no  1944. 


Kilworthy  Sandy  Park 


Kajrdness 

Chlorides  as  Chlorine 
Ammonia  free  &  saline  as  nitrogen 
iimmonia,  albuminoid  as  nitrogoh 
Nitrates  as  nitrogen 
Nitrates  as  nitroaen 
Q}u/gcn  (abosrbcd  b  hrs  at  37°  C) 
Mo  lal s 
Ro^TQ-i’ks 


4.2° 

1.4 

Nil 
.0084 
.CB 
Nil 

.02  _ 

Zinc,  copper  &  load  absent  (bo’idi) 
Sample  clear  and  free  from 

sediment  (both) 


4.6° 

1.1  pOvrts/lsOOC 
nil 
iOW 
cl5 
Nil 
.012 


of  both  supplies  is  by  simple  chlorina/bioh  before 
.  distribution  e.nd  residual  of  ;l  p.p.p].  is  s^rranmed 


for. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


ne  purpose  01  rflcap  inspect- lon^  r^  _ 

1st  of  October  and  i'o  is'  satisfactory  to  r'epprt  that  the  interim 
arrangements  niade  have  imint^ihod . tho ' sttoiam  mesfo  inspection 
at  the  abattoir; 

t 

Cattle  Cows  Pip:s  Calves  Sheep 
No.of  anumals  inspected:  *^19^  IBTE  ^ 

Percentage  of  Ca-r cases  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 


l.O^o  2.49%  -  .29% 


Percentage  of  Carccases  affected 
v/ith  disease  other  thr?ji 
tuberculosis 

Percentage  of  organs  affected 
vdth  Tuberculosis 

Porcontcago  of  organs  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tube rculosis 


1.4;^o  6.36%  4.45%  1.59% 
3.26%  8.1^^^  7.69%  .14% 


.79% 


15.95%  27.98%  3.64%  l*.95P/o  7.6% 


Total  Carcases  15,271 


Section  D;  Housing;  Cnly  routine  work  done  during  tiie  year. 


Section  E;  Inspection  cand  Supervision  of  Pood; 

Eoutine  inspections  ?/ore  carried  out.  The  milk  supply  in^many^ 
cases  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  I  7/ould  once  again  pointy  out  tha/& 
the  only  sa,fe  milk  is  ono  piiich  has  received  heat  treatment. 


Soction  F,  Provontion  of 

Ths  follov/ias  notification 
during  the  year. 


and  control  over  infectious  disea.ses, 
s  Y7ore  received  froiii  inedical  pro-ctitioners  • 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Typhoid  Fey^"^- 
CerGhro  Spinal  Fever 
•looping  Cou^ 
ihorpcral  Fever 
MGaslGS  ^ 

Pneuraonia 

lialaria 


10 

10 

2 

5 
9 
1 

6 
1 
2 


Kos-fc  of  the  scarlet  fever  ard  dipthoria  cases  .occur red  ^oforo  ^ 

rntnrn'  I  em  therefore  unable  to  corariiGnt  on  phem.  lo  woulo  appc; 
roburn#  l  cvUi  U.uxoxuxu  W  vnna  rrnrn  RnriFilTIOet  a 


Tuberculosis,.  '  ’ 

04,,  frpsh  coses  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis^  were  notified  and  onu  doabh 
ms  rS ported r  At  tSo  erd  of  tho  year  fofty-ssvon  cases  rcaainsd  on 
the  register, 

I  am,  Mri  aiairrjan  and  Gentlemen, 

.  '  "Tour  obedient  servant,  - 

V  n  iT.T.Y^H-pPTnrn: 
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TAVISTOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  RGPORT 
of 

imiCilL  OFFICER  OF  NEiiLTH 
for 

Year  ending;  31st  December  1945* 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

E.D.^illQn-Prioe  M.D.(Sta,te  Medicine)  di.B. , 

Surveyor  &  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

VLE. Colston.  F.I.A.S.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  Inspector 

E.E. Potter.  Cert.R. S.I  &  J.B. , 

Meat  &  Food  Inspectors’  Cert. 

Honorary  Meteorologist. 

Mrs.  M.L.Monk. 


D.P.H. 

Birm. 


K' 

p*  • 


\ 


1 


Mr.  Chairmn,  Ladies  &  Gontleraon, 

I  bog  to  submit  ray  ilnnual  Report  for  the  year  1945  still 
of  necessity  an  abridged  war  time  edition. 

The  general  health  of  the  Town  reraainod  good  throughout 
the  year  and  nothin^^  in  .the  nature  of  an  epideraic  was  recorded. 
It  vtdll  be  seen  from  the  tables  of  statistics  tlaat  the 

i  '4 

deaths  exceeded  the  births  by  24  but  this  cannot  be  cause  for 
alarm  as  durin/:'^  the  time  covered  by  this  report  a  largo  part  of 
the  young  people  were  awa^^  on  active  service.  There  will 
doubtless  bo  a  considerable  improvonent  in  time  for  your  next 
report.  This  raises  the  question  of  maternity  encoraraodation. 

If  the  sixty-ono  births  which  took  place  or  at  least  wore 
registered  as  having  been  born  to  residents,  only  forty-six 
were  actually  born  in  thd.,To\m.  The  remaining  fifteen, 
presumably  for  lack  of  accommodation  had  to  leave  the  district 
to  have  their  babies*  If  this  occurs  with  a  greatly  diminished 
birth  rate  what  are  wo  to  expect  when  the  births  return  to 
normal?  As  your  Council  are  aware  all  efforts  to  persuade  the 
responsible  Authority  to  provide  the  Town  with  adequate 
accommodation  have  up  to  the  present  boon  unsuccessful; 

I  therefore  mention  those  facts  in  order  that  an;^^  effort  to 
improve  the  situation  will  be  followed  up; 

The  housing  problem  in  the  tom  is  very  acuto  and  this  is 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  well  over  one  thousand  displaced 
persons  have  returned  to  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Section  ik»  Gonoral  Statistics,  .  ’ 


Area  in  acres  .  . *  2098 

Population  -  1931  Census  • .  5131 

EsLiraafood  population  -  raid  1945  5970 

Number  of  inhabitod  houses 
.Ratoablo  valuo  «*i...  £39,015, 

Product  of  pcriny' rato  *....,  £156;  7.  4d, 


Vital  Statistics 

Ivlalo  Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

31  30 

61 

Lcgitii'iato 

28  26 

54 

Illogitiraate 

Birth  roBoo  per  1000 

3  4  7  .  .,  • 

estimated,  population  10; 2 

England  & 
t/alos. 

— iFn~ 

Still  births  3 

Still  birth  rate  49,1 

0.46 

1 

Male  Female 

To  tell 

Deaths 

42  43  • 

85 

Death  rate  per  1000  population 

14.2 

11.4 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

nil 

2.79 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  4 

•• 

Infertile  mortality 

65.8 

46.0 

The  chief  causes  of  doa-bh  of  tiio  toimafolk  wore  ** 
Infectious  diseases 


Tuberculosis  4 

Polionr/olitis  1 

General  diseases 


CejiGor 

14 

Diabetes 

3 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

6 

Heart  disease 

31 

Disease  of  lungs 

5 

Ga.stric  ulcer 

1 

^  Infojitilo 

Diarrhoea 

1 

Other  digestive 

diseases 

3 

Nephritis 

1 

Promo- ture  birth 

etc. 

.  2 

Suicide 

1 

• 

Otlier  violent 

causes 

4 

All  other  causes 

8 

Total  85 

Aece  of  Death  Table 

> 

A^2:o  at  death  lialo's 

Females. 

Infants  under  1  year 

3 

2 

1-4  ’ 

1 

5-14 

- 

.  . 

<  f.  • 

15  -24‘ 

2 

25'  -34  . 

« 

35  ^44 

3 

1 

45  -54 

4 

2 

55  -64 

7 

4 

65  -74 

12 

6 

75  and  over 

12 

26 

Total 

To  teal  43 

Total  85 


Soction  B.  Gonoral  Provision  of  Health  Sorvicos» 


Thoso  aro  osscntially  tho  same  ps  sot  out  in  ny  last  full  report 
for  tlio  year  1938. 


Soction  0.  \7atnr  Supply. 


Suff  icionev. 


U,),0 


Uouncil ' s 


Littlo  progress  has  boon  nioxlo  in  augniontion 
wc-tor  suppl"^  which  in  previous  years  ms  noted 


of 

to  bo  sufficient  except  in’ times  of  drou^t. 

It  is  likely  in  ’tlic  years  of  NationoJ  re-organisation  a,hoad 
that  Tavistock  will  expand  and  make  demands  UDon  tho  water 
pply  which  will  bo  difficult  to  moot  v/ithoui  provision  of 


su 

a  sup'plcraontary  supply, 
aro  urged  to  formulate  a 


Tho  Council  are 
scheme  to  suppl( 


awiTaro  of  this  and 
raont  their  supply. 


Quality.  Quarterly  samples  a.re  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  one  only  from  the  Bannan'/cIL  Street  supply  m.s 
adversely  reported  upon.  The  presence  of  coliform  organisms 
was  dotoctod  which  indicated 

(1)  inadequate  chlorination  or 

(2)  access  of  organisms  to  tho  ivator  after  chlorination 


Subsea  uent  examina.tions  of  tho  water  to  tho  da,te  of  compilation 
of  this-  report  (Juno  1946)  have  all  proved  satisfactory  and  it 
is  assumed  that  tho  organisms  came  from  tho  ta.p  owing  to  a 
lapse  in  technique  of  collection  of  tho  Scamplc. 

Chemical  Examinations . 

Annual  samples  (20/3/4b)  have  boon  reported  on  as  follows: 


.  Kilworthv 
Hardness  (To tel) 


Chlorides  as  Chorine 
Ammonia  free  &  soJino 

as  nitrogen 
Ammonias  Albuminoid  as 

nitrogen 

Nitrates  as  nitrogon 
Nitrates  as  nitrogon 
Oxygen  »  ^ 

(aosorbod  3  hrs  at  37° C) 
Metals 

(Zinc  coppur  and  load) 
P.H. Value 


Remarks 


Sojidv  Park 

Kilworthv  Handy  Pourk 


4.4 


1.5 

Nil 


4,4 

(Bannawoll  Street 
suppl^O 

I  OOOl 


.002 

.128 

Nil 

.03 

not  detected 

.  6,1. . 


.0018 

.224 

Nil 

.022 

not  dotoctod* 

6.4''"" 


■  ^  Sample’  clear  o.nd  free  from 
sediment 


Treatment  ■ .  .  .  *  • 

Both  supplies  aro  chlorinoteod  (Simple  chlorino.tion) . 

A  residual  of  1  -P.P.M,  is  bocurod  and  recorded  ofoout  twice  weekly 
throughout  the  year. 


Swimminrg Baths.  Tho  public  swimming  bo.th  is  suepliod  from  the 
trunk  main  to  ’clio  Bannawoll  Street"'  mtor  supply j,  is  emptied  and 
cleansed  once  fortnightly  and  is  considered  a  satisfactory 
swimming  ba.th  v/ator. 


S_Qction  D.  IIousiDfi., 

Thu  sorioLis  shoruago  ot  iiousiaa  is  boiiY-;  Ci,oalt  r/ilii  as 
Gxpoair.ioijsly  as  circunjsuaiicos  porrait,  Tho  Council  have  in 
process  of  construction  28  houses  as  th.o  first  instalment 
01  the  fir-yi-  yoar's  prcgraorao  of  44  houses  and  those  will 
be  occupiod  durinp^  1946.  A  second  prograremo  of  94  houses 
will  then  bo  comiasncod, 

iipart  from  ohis  immediate  problem  of  providing  c-cconicodation 
for  people  vto  have  none  I  would  ask  tho  Council  to  alviravs 

t/ 

keep  in  mind  that  considerable  areas  of  the  toim  are  still 
waiting  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  old  housing  acts  as  slum 
areas.  It  is  therefore  necessary  not  only  to  have  an 
imraediauo  programme  to  dooJ.  with  an  emorgoncy  but  also  a 
Ion/.-:  term  policy  to  abolish  an  accumulation  of  unfit 
dwellings. 


•§2ciipn_i!i--»  impj3otion  and  suporf'ision  of  Food. 

Milk»  Twenty- six  Scaraplos  have  been  taken  for  bactoriolo'^ical 
axaEin.y«on  duriirc  t&  year  of  which  16  w5ro  roportod  SpJn 

of  tho  unsatisfactory  saraples  was 

anbnd-ih’  Pasteurised  milk  wore  taken  and 

^  inosphataso  tost.  Ono  of  those  samplos 

thh^nV°T-??n'^  mattor  ma  taken  up  with 

too  rotail  purvpyor .appoarod  beforo  tlio  responsible  Conmittco 

'*P  should  not  bo  struck  from  tho 

n2  h  hearing  his  case  vvas  oautionod  as  to  his 

mobhods  oi  haiilling,  storage  and  distribution  of  milk. 

Mo.a<t  Inspection 

No, of  animals 
inspected 


Percentage  of  ca.rcasos 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

Porconto-gQ  ^  of  carcases 
affected,  v/ith  diseases 
other  than  T.B. 

Percentage ^ of  Organs 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

Porcontago ^of  Organs 
affected  with  diseases 
oxrher  thcan  T.B, 


^Cattle  Cows  .  Pias  Cswlvos  Shoop 
2075  1352  272  1227  9765 

.5^0  S.47fo  l.lfo  ,32fo 
.96%  5.0^0  2.21%l;79%  ,84% 

3.8^0  7.61%  6.99%  ,08%  ,01% 

35,18%  37.5%  6.99%  .48%  7.59% 


To'bal  nurabor  of  aniiua'Ls-  killed  14,691 

Total  number  of  carco^ses  condemned  for 

tuberculosis  65 

Total  number  of  carcases  condemned  for 

diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  198 

Total  number  a^ffocted  \?itli  TB.in  some 

part  or  organ  203 

Total  number  affected  with  disease  otiicr 

than  T.B,  in  some  part  or  organ  2003 


2469  »  16, 8% 

of  total’ 
carcases; 


Inspection  of  other  Foodstuffs, 


In  addition 
the  following 
various  shops 


to  the  meat  inspected  c,t  the  Public  Abattoir 


it-ems  have  been  examined  and  surrendered 
o.nd  stores  in  the  Town* 


in 


41  tins  baked  beans 
77  tins  of  milk 

61  tins  of  cooked  meat 

25  cases  of  or.anges 

197  lbs  of  dried  fruit 
9  tins  of  peas 

62  tins  of  jam,  marmalade  and  honey 

70  tins  of  fish 

62k  lbs  of  cheese 

3-J  lbs  of  margarine 

2  tins  of  soup 

30  bars  of  chocolate 

30  lbs  of  tripe 
12  packets  of  shredded  wheat 

4  packets  of  pudding  pov/ders 

uomplaints 


The  total  number  of  complaints  received  during  'Uic  year  wp.s 
490,54  of  which  came  from  properties  not  undor  the 
Council's  control. 

One  statutory  notice  was  served  and  complied  with,  the 
rest  being  dealt  with  by  informal  notice. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

19  visits  have  boon  made  to  the  15  dairies  and  cowsheds 
registered  in  the  Urban  district. 


Butchers  shops 


9  visits  have  been  made 


to  ''die  butchers  shops 


in 


tho  district;. 


Dis  ini  OS  tat  ions  of  Verij:]in^'.i3 


Premi so  s 


Dui'irjf^  the  yssr  11  promises  have  been  treated  for  infesta¬ 
tions  of  fleas  and  bugSo" 

In  3  oases  the  premises  had  to  be  treated  a  second  time* 


Fumigotion  after  Infectious  diseases. 

During  the  year  10  premises  have  been  fumimatod  after  cases 
of  infect ib’us  diseases  or  on  production  of  a  iiKJcIical  cortificato. 


Fac  tori  o  s  and  \7 or  k  sh  o  rj  s , 

-  ...  ...  ,, 


15  visits  ho. VO  been  made  to  the  factories  and  workshops* 
These  have,  been  found  to  be  generally  clean  and  satisfo-ctory . 


Section  F*  Prevalomce  of  and  control  over  infectious  diseases; 

Notifio^ble  infectious  diseases  were  fortunately  almost  absent 
during  the  year. 

The  following  wore  notified  by  the  pro.ctiti oners  aiid  were 
isolated  in  Plymouth  Isolation  Hospital, 


Scarlet  Fever 
Dy sentry 
Diphtheria 
Infantile  Po.ralysis 


Cases. 


1 

1 

1 


The  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  a  young  adult  vdio  had  not 
been  immunisodi 

The  infantile  paralysis  occurred  in  a  child  of  two  years  vidio 
died. 


Notified 


by  School  So 


Chicken  pez 

K.i.riG^forh'j 

O, .-t 

Im|x'.tigo 


C.asos 

'"IT” 

1 

2 

2 


Diphtheria  Immunisotion  . 

Tliis  proccodod  during  the  year  as  energetically  as  possible  and 
the  last  ro.turn  raado  to  the  Ministry  showed’ that  from  the 
available  figures  52%  of  the  children  under  school  ago  had  boon 
treated  and  of  the  school  children  87%  had  been  fully  immunised. 
The  next  return  which  is  in  process  of  formulation  is  likoly  to 
vary  vory  considcro.bly  from  the  last  as  for  tho  first  time  a 
complete  register  including  odl  sections  of  tho  community  has 
boon  prepared  from  tho  National  Pegistor  and  I  would  point  out 
that  the  clerical  work  associated  with  tins  one  roquirorxnt  is 
enormous. 


Tuberculosis 


Ton  now  casos  of  tuborculosis  wore  notifiocl  during  tho  year 
and  four  deaths  i?oro  rocorded  from  this  disoaso* 

At  the-  prosGiit  tirao  tho  position  as  regards  this  condition  is 


Non-Pulmonar/ 


Mai  os 


26  Mai os 


11 


Total 

55 


Poroalos  12  Poioalcs  4 


The  ease  rate  over  a  ton  year  poriod  is  lc.6  por  1000  pooplo  and 
of  those  4o5%  aro  cured  anci  22,4%  doad. 

Corapojrod  with  other  infectious  conditions  tho  results  of 
treatment  o^re  disappointing. 

In  conclusion,  I-  would  thank  all  tho  Goimcillors  and  x^^'J 
fellow  officials  for  roaxM  hole  at  a.ll  times. 


I  am,  LaxLics  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  soryant, 


McdicaJ.  Officer  of  Health, 


